
CV SHOW SUCCESS!

United Pallet Network – 
UPN – enjoyed a brilliant 
week of success at the 2018 
CV Show held once again 
at the NEC in Birmingham. 
UPN exhibited with a 
substantial presence as 
one of only two companies 
representing the Pallet 
Networking Sector. 

The CV Show is the best attended largest and most 
comprehensive road transport and commercial vehicle event 
held in Britain, the Show attracts close to 500 exhibitors and 
21,000 business visitors.
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Showcasing a state of the art Double 
Deck Trailer, UPN promoted on a powerful 
stand offering a balance of fun, with the 
“UPN Masters Putting Competition”, and 
professionalism, with its dynamic service 
video stings. UPN were able to reconnect 
with old contacts and establish new ones on 
a significant scale. 

“We had a really successful week at the CV 
Show this year,” said UPN MD – David Brown, 

“I was really encouraged to see first-hand 
how we at UPN are seen as a Pallet Network 

– our friendly, flexible, and professional 
approach is actively converting hauliers over 
to our network as they become aware of our 
strength as a quality network – with of course 
our unique IQ!”

“Events such as this are not something that 
we have done regularly. As a result this was 
a bit of a “Big Toe” in the water for UPN. I am 
pleased to say the water has been excellent 
and indeed we are still following up on the 
valuable contacts that we made over the 
course of what was certainly the biggest 
industry event in the UK.”
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NETWORK MEMBER NEWS SECTOR SPOTLIGHT 

CV SHOW 2018 EXCEEDED UPN OBJECTIVES

Driver shortage still top 
concern for operators 
The shortage of skilled drivers continues to be 
the major concern for senior professionals in road 
haulage and logistics businesses throughout the 
UK, according to the findings of a major study 
published at the CV Show recently.

According to the findings of the Asset Alliance 
Industry Monitor, in association with Motor 
Transport, some 57% of MDs, chief executives, 
business owners and senior managers believe that 
the lack of skilled drivers is the biggest concern 
for the future of road haulage and logistics. The 
availability of skilled labour was much more of a 
concern than ‘legislation curbing the use of diesel 
engines’ (20.2% of respondents cited this as the 
biggest concern); ‘an ‘uncertain legislative future 
outside of the European Union’ (14.2%) and a ‘poor 
economic outlook for the UK’ (5.3%).

The Asset Alliance Industry Monitor - in 
association with Motor Transport - is a study 
into the size, shape, and sentiments, of the road 
transport industry and contain unique, exclusive 
insights into the future of the sector.

www.motortransport.co.uk

Hyperloop for freight 
delivery at over 600 mph
Hyperloop was conceived by Elon Musk but is 
now being developed by a number of companies. 
Hyperloop looks to update train technology by 
utilizing magnetic levitation and vacuum-sealed 
tubes. One company, Virgin Hyperloop One, is 
aiming to travel at speeds of 700mph -- more than 
twice as fast as the world’s current fastest train. 
DP World Cargospeed a collaboration between 
Virgin Hyperloop One and supply chain firm DP 
World was recently announced in Dubai. Utilizing 
magnetic levitation technology, it hopes to move 
freight at over 600 mph, reducing delivery times 
and cutting the cost of goods transportation. 
Could this be in the future for Palletised Freight 
Delivery? 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQIihCOrvZY

Brexit fails to stifle 
logisticians’ optimism
Logistics businesses are optimistic about the year 
ahead despite the uncertainties resulting from 
Brexit and continued economic instability, the 
Freight Transport’s Logistics Report suggests.

The survey of some 500 companies found that 
last year domestic and international road freight 
performed positively, while air freight operators 
and intermodal rail service users reported 
generally encouraging business growth. 

However, they warned that the current positivity 
surrounding logistics could be lost without firm 
plans for the UK’s future trading relationships with 
Europe, which will have an impact internationally 
and domestically.

www.logisticsmanager.com/brexit-fails-stifle-
logisticians-optimism/

First Class Travel for Palletised Freight

In 2018 UPN confirmed its key marketing objectives as three fold – establishing a strong brand profile 
and perception in its sector – Pallet Networking – Maintaining and strengthening its high quality haulier 
membership across the UK – and supporting its haulier membership by generating new business leads from 
palletised freight shippers across the UK. The 2018 CV Show has excelled as a forum for achievement of all 
these objectives.  

For operators the CV Show is the annual meeting place and 
for sector suppliers the ultimate showcase for products 
and services. The level of innovation on display in the show 
halls confirms the significance of the CV Show in promoting 
the very best that this vital industry has to offer. For two 
decades the Show has been a chosen platform for product 
launches, vehicle unveilings and global debuts.

With its “IQ” Initiative – drawing attention to the UPN 
difference in the Pallet Network Sector – Its unique IT 
support – and its – Service Quality Excellence – currently 
running at over 99% performance – the CV Show has helped 
UPN to continue to build strong steady growth from a  
unique position in the Pallet Network Sector .
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EXPANSION NORTHWARDS!
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With its turnover now in excess of £14m and a 
growth of nearly 80% in just six short years, UPNs 
most northerly member, appropriately named – 
Northwards – is currently riding the crest of a 
wave of success. Due to its dynamic expansion 
Northwards has this spring invested in extensive 
new premises in Aberdeen to further enhance its 
range and quality of services. 

“We moved this year to our new depot in Altens,  
Aberdeen because we needed a larger facility to enable 
seamless continuation of our on-going expansion of 
both our UPN and our general business in the North of  
Scotland, Orkney and Shetland” said Northwards  
Managing Director – Murray Prentice, “In addition to our 
existing services this new Northwards facility will enable us 
to offer our customers some exciting new service options. 
We have extensive warehousing available, including a  
large storage area, office space available for rent, we also 
now have overhead cranes with up to 50 tonnes capacity  
to transfer loads”.

Northwards are indeed a quite unique UPN member. 
Northwards deliver to the largest land area in the UK, ie 
most of Northern Scotland! They deliver to the furthest 
UK mainland point from the UPN hub - John O’Groats - 563 
miles. They deliver to the furthest overall point from the 
UPN hub – The Shetland Isles - 684 miles!

“At Northwards our ultimate priority is providing our 
customers with the most efficient and reliable service to 

suit all transport requirements,” said Murray, “We listen to 
customer feedback and invest in new technologies that will 
make tangible and practical benefits for our customers.”

Formed in January 2002 following a management buyout 
from P&O Scottish Ferries Ltd of their freight, haulage 
and maintenance operations in and between Aberdeen, 
Orkney and Shetland, Northwards has gone from strength 
to strength with rapid growth and continued geographical 
expansion. Northwards now currently operate out of 
depots in Shetland, Orkney, Aberdeen, Inverness, Scrabster 
and Glasgow.

www.Northwardsltd.co.uk

With Logistics businesses being optimistic about the year ahead despite the 
Brexit uncertainties, UPN members across the UK are shipping across the 
Channel in increasing volumes. 

“As part of UPN’s on-going commitment to develop its European services, in 2018 
we have some exciting new services and enhancements to our existing European 
offering,” said Kevin Nightingale - UPN Regional Director responsible for Europe, 

“Our valued members with whom we partner for Europe are established market 
leaders within their specialist sectors and are able to provide seamless niche 
services that are second to none.”

Dedicated UPN member partners are offering daily and weekly departures to  
all key European destinations with full support at every stage at extremely 
competitive rates.

Twente Express specialise in driver accompanied 
departures to and from the UK to the Benelux countries 
and offer daily departures ensuring your freight arrives 
safely and on time every time – www.twente.co.uk

Transmec Group are the leading provider of freight 
distribution to Italy and other Southern European 
destinations offering regular departures and 
unparalleled service - www.transmecgroup.com

Europa Worldwide are now one of the largest UK 
freight companies offering a comprehensive range of 
services to Central and Eastern Europe and the Nordic 
countries - www.europa-worldwide.com

Service quality and keen pricing is winning UPN new business right across Europe. 

OUR 2018 EUROPE BOOST
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This year UPN Member Freight Movement is 
a lead sponsor of the “Ride to the Somme” 
commemorating the cycling soldiers who fought 
and fell on the Western Front. 

“I am a passionate cyclist and I am also passionate 
that our brave forefathers are fully remembered for 
what they did. I am proud that Freight Movement is so 
actively involved in this really important annual event,” 
Said Paul Hurley – Freight Movement Managing 
Director, ““Ride to the Somme” is a three day cycle 
challenge commemorating the cyclists of 

100 years ago that volunteered for the Army Cyclist 
Corps during The Great War.”

In early 1916 there was an expectation that the War 
would soon be over and that the advance across the 
Somme would bring a swift end to the conflict. Over a 
four month period the Allies advanced around 5 miles 
at the cost of over 1,000,000 casualties. 

The Great War was to continue for a further 2 years. 
Men sent to the front in 1917 would have been well 
aware of the horror of the Somme as spring saw 
the Battle of Arras and later in the summer fighting 

concentrated in the Ypres area. The Battle of 
Passchendaele saw the loss of another 500,000 men.

Today cycling is a wide ranging leisure activity but  
in 1914 times were very different. Throughout the  
UK there were fifteen designated cycling  
battalions who were absorbed into the Army Cyclist 
Corps. In 1914, the British army had 14,000 men  
in cycle regiments and battalions, increasing to 
20,000 by the end of the war.  

Further details can be seen at -   
www.ridetothesomme.org.uk

FSW MD Stuart Fuller and his team of six British 
swimmers are hoping to break the world record 
for crossing the English Channel FOUR times in 
a row later this year – a feat no other European 
team has ever completed. 

The Swim Team, based in the West Midlands, is made 
up of: Stuart Fuller, Paul Bates, Ryan Coley, Ross 
Emery, Melanie Holland and Charlie Wheadon. The 
record for the so called ‘quadruple-swim’ is currently 
held by a Mexican team at 42 hours and 11 minutes. 
The only other team to have ever completed the 
challenge is from Australia.

“This will be an incredible experience for us all, but 
it will be physically and mentally exhausting at the 
same time,” said Stuart,   “During the swim we’ll 
encounter stinging jellyfish, strong tides and we’ll 

have to swim in complete darkness overnight. We’ll 
also navigate through the busiest shipping lane in 
the world – 4 times!

Since the team formed in 2011, the team has raised 
more than £80,000 for a host of charities. This 
time around they are raising money for the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institute as well as British Heart 
Foundation. They will swim for a minimum of 84 
miles, but it will certainly be much further than this 
due to the strong tides. 

The swimmers will rotate during the challenge, with 
each team member swimming for one hour, then 
resting on a support boat while the rest of the team 
complete their own one-hour swims. The team will 
repeat this pattern until they finish. According to 
strict rules, wetsuits are not allowed. The team must 

wear standard swimming trunks, and the female 
member of the team a standard swimming costume. 

Please visit: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
team/BigRicks4wayEnglishChannelRelay

UPN are once again continuing our diverse sporting sponsorships in 2018 to maintain 
a year of high profile exposure for the UPN brand across the UK.

Look out for UPN on the UK motor racing circuits and 
on TV in the BTCC – British Touring Car Championships.

Look out for UPN at the BTR – British Truck Racing 
Championships – on the side of “King Klaus” – “Rooster 
Racing’s” unique Trucking Beast.

Look out for UPN at the Darts as we continue our 
relationship with top Darts Professional Dave  
“Chizzy” Chisnall.

FSW’S STUART FULLER GOES FOR ANOTHER CHANNEL RECORD

UPN’S SPORTING YEAR 

FREIGHT MOVEMENT AID WW1 REMEMBRANCE  


